A Rubric for Grading the
Five Paragraph Essay:

Organization:
5 Paragraphs?

Each paragraph indented:
Paragraph 1?___
Paragraph 2?7
Paragraph 3?___
Paragraph 4?___
Paragraph 5?7

Topic sentence for each:
Paragraph 1?___
Paragraph 2?___
Paragraph 3?___
Paragraph 4?7
Paragraph 5?7

At least 3 sentences in body:
Paragraph 1?___
Paragraph 2?___
Paragraph 3?___
Paragraph 4?___
Paragraph 57_

Concluding sentences:
Paragraph 1?___
Paragraph 2?__
Paragraph 3?___
Paragraph 4?___
Paragraph 57



Content:

Uses vivid details:
Paragraph 2?___
Paragraph 3?___
Paragraph 4?___

Introduction gets reader’s attention:
Paragraph 1?7____
Paragraph 2?7
Paragraph 3?___
Paragraph 4?7
Paragraph 5?7

Each paragraph sticks to the main idea:
Paragraph 2?___
Paragraph 3?___
Paragraph 4?___

Mechanics:

Spelled correctly?
Complete sentences?
Punctuated correctly?
Capitalized correctly?_
Correct Grammar?
No run-on sentences?



CATEGORY

Intoductory
paragraph

Body
paragraphs
organization

Focus on
Topic
(Content)

Conclusion
(Organization)

Grammar &
Spelling
(Conventions)

"BASIC" 5 paragraph expository essay

4-

Exceeds Standard

The introduction is

inviting, states the main

topic and previews the
structure of the paper.
Includes all necessary
elements of an

introductory paragraph.

Details are placed in a
logical order and the

way they are presented

effectively keeps the
interest of the reader.
Supportive sentences
clarify and explain the
topic sentence

There is one clear,
well-focused topic.
Main idea stands out
and is supported by
detailed information.

The conclusion is
strong and leaves the
reader with a feeling
that they understand
what the writer is

"getting at." Includes all
the necessary elements

of a closing paragraph

Consistently follows
rules for spelling and
correct use of
grammer. Uses
complete sentences
and consistenly
indicates paragraphs.

3_
Meets Standard

The introduction
clearly states the
main topic and
previews the
structure of the
paper, but is not
particularly inviting to
the reader. Includes
all necessary
elements of an
introductory
paragraph.

Details are placed in
a logical order, but
the way in which
they are
presented/introduced
sometimes makes
the writing less
interesting.
Supportive
sentences clarify and
explain the topic
sentence

Main idea is clear
but the supporting
information is
general.

The conclusion is
recognizable and
ties up almost all the
loose ends.Includes
all the necessary
elements of a closing
paragraph

Generally follows
rules for spelling and
correct use of
grammer. Uses
complete sentences
generally and
indicates paragraphs
often.

2_
Almost at Standard

The introduction states
the main topic, but does
not adequately preview
the structure of the paper
nor is it particularly
inviting to the reader.
Does not include all the
necessary elements of
an introductory
paragraph.

Some details are not in a
logical or expected
order, and this distracts
the reader. Supportive
sentences do not always
clarify and explain the
topic sentence

Main idea is somewhat
clear but there is a need
for more supporting
information.

The conclusion is
recognizable, but does
not tie up several loose
ends. Does not include
all the necessary
elements of a closing
paragraph

Mostly does not follow
rules of spelling and
correct use of grammer.
Mostly exhibits errors in
sentence structure that
impede communication.
Generally does not
indicate paragraphs

1_
Below Standard

There is no clear
introduction of the
main topic or
structure of the
paper. Does not
include all the
necessary elements
of an introductory
paragraph.

Many details are not
in a logical or
expected order.
There is little sense
that the writing is
organized.
Supportive
sentences do not
clarify and explain
the topic sentence

The main idea is not
clear. There is a
seemingly random
collection of
information.

There is no clear
conclusion, the
paper just ends.
Does not include all
the necessary
elements of a
closing paragraph

Does not follow
rules for spelling and
correct use of
grammer. Uses
sentence stucture
that makes it quite
difficult to
understand. Does
not use
paragraphing.



